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From Sacramento
to Reno in a

Speaking of their experience, Mitcheli said:

“From Sacramento through Felsom to Auburn we ex-
perienced nothing out of the usual. At Auburn._ however.
we struck a cold north wind. colder than snow itself. and
to add to the general discomfiture. we found the road very
badily broken up as far as Colfax. From Colfax to Dut'ch
Flat we found the going better, however. and to that point
had but little snow with which to contend. After taking
lunch at Dutch Flat we put chains on our wheels. expecting
to make the summit by dark. As we proceeded, however:
we found more and more snow. No rigs of any kind had
been over the roads since the last fall of snow and. conse-
quently. there were no tracks to mark our way. Co‘nse-
quently we often held to what we thought the right direc-
tion in general with no regard to roads. On reaching Emi-
grant Gap | looked into the tank and found that we had
enough gasoline to make 23 or 24 miles and so, without
replenishing it. started out on the long c'imb to the summit.
Right here our first misfortune began. At the snowsheds
the flagman directed us to take the left hand instead of the
right hand road. which was the correct one. We followed
this mountain road through snow for fifteen miles when we
came to a fork in the road and took the right hand branch.
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All this time we had bheen following the ridge overlooking the
Sacramento valley. but did not know it at the time. The
new road taken by us led to the east in the general direc-
tion in which we must go. but after running across a canyon
and up another grade we turned west again along a new
ridge.
*® *® st

“It was there that we decided to turn back. the sun
having already gone down. We first climbed to the top of
a cliff in hopes of seeing from it some trace of the snow
sheds, but found only miles of trees loaded down with snow.
Before starting back | took another peek into the tank and
found only one inch of gasolind. This gave a genuinelv
serious aspect to things. but all we could do was to take a
chance on reaching a new supply before that inch gave out.
From there to Bear Valley | drove the machine on less gas
than | ever ran a car on before. We still had the stiffest
of all grades to make, however. and an inspection showed
that about a quarter-inch of the now precious fuel still re-
mained. ' Prospects for a cold night of it looked likely enough
to make things worse and an ugly looking wolf stood up the
slope eyeing us. By gocd fortune and safe driving., how-
ever, we succeeded in reaching the top before the engine
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Read what Charles Mitchell,
who drove the car, says:

came to a standstili. From there it was but a short jog
to a store. where we secured more gas. That night we
stopped at Allin hotel.

“Next morning we started again for the summit and
found snow of increasing depth. The wheels were sunken
way above the hubs in places and the radiator threw a fury
like an angry snow plow. It was in the midst of this first
we found a large tree across our road. We first took the
chains off the wheels and hitched the tree to our car, hoping
to pull it out that way, but found sufficient traction for the
wheel impossible without the chains, and so replaced them
and made a rope of the eanvas car cover. and with this
equipment the car pulled the tree to one side.
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“Some idea of the strain under which the car was run-
ning all this time can be gathered from the fact that on con-
sulting our watches when we reached the summit we found
that we had been nine hours and a half in making twenty-
two miles. Although we had to plow our way down on the
other side of the mountain to Truckee and on to Reno. we

had no trouble with the car and arrived at Reno safely after
a very strenuous trip.”
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